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Arizona Hoarding 
Task Force,  

 
by Mary Dickson,  
City of El Mirage 
 
Hoarding has been a hot 
topic lately with the 
news coverage, TV 
shows and 
documentaries 
sensationalizing the 
often disgusting 
conditions of a hoarding 
household. But these 
articles rarely highlight 
the problems faced by 
first responders when 
faced with houses in 
these conditions. 
 
Two Tempe firefighters 
were injured last year 
responding to a fire at a 
house that was packed 
floor to ceiling, including 
the attic, with cardboard 
boxes and plastic crates. 
The firefighters, 
completely unaware of 
the conditions inside 
were injured when the 
house literally exploded 
as they were preparing 
to enter the house. 
El Mirage Police have 
‘lost’ a suspect inside a 
home with similar 
conditions. The house 
had small pathways that 
wound throughout the 
home both upstairs and 
down. These conditions 
prevent first responders 
from providing first aid 
or help in an emergency. 
 
 

 
Building Safety 
Departments are 
concerned with the 
safety and health 
conditions inside these 
homes. Often hoarding 
conditions contribute to 
structural problems as 
well. Code Enforcement 
agencies deal with the 
exterior as hoarding 
conditions usually spill 
outside the home, 
affecting the whole 
neighborhood. Rats, mice 
and insects, not to 
mention the blight, are a 
real problem in all 
hoarding cases.  
Frustration arises when 
the house returns to a 
hoarding condition time 
and time again after 
much effort to clean up.   
Frustrations in dealing 
with hoarding cases, 
along with the lack of 
mental health or 
counseling available to 
help led the small City of 
El Mirage to go outside 
the state to find ways 
others have dealt with 
hoarding issues.  
They discovered the 
Orange City Hoarding 
Task Force and visited 
with the founder who 
guided them in creating 

the Arizona Harding 
Task Force in March of 
2010. There were 12 
people from about 5 
agencies at that first 
meeting. The meetings 
have since grown to 
upwards of 70 
attendees with 
representatives from 
various mental health 
agencies, professional 
organizers, law firms, 
State and County 
agencies, Fire, Police, 
Animal Control and the 
Az Humane Society. 
Several cities are 
represented by Building 
and Code Enforcement 
staff. The meetings are 
held every other month 
on the second Thursday 
from 2-4PM at the 
Scottsdale Senior Center.  
The Southern Chapter of 
the Az Hoarding Task 
Force had their first 
meeting last month with 
over 50 people in 
attendance. Additional 
counties, (Yavapai, Pinal 
and Yuma) are looking 
at forming chapters. For 
more information check 
out the website at 
www.azhoarding.com.  

 

http://www.azhoarding.com/
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http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2011/11/15/could-arizona-town-become-solar-capital-world-0
http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2011/11/15/could-arizona-town-become-solar-capital-world-0
http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2011/11/15/could-arizona-town-become-solar-capital-world-0
http://energy.gov/articles/could-gila-bend-arizona-become-solar-capital-world
http://energy.gov/articles/could-gila-bend-arizona-become-solar-capital-world
http://www.gilabendaz.org/
mailto:Sharon.bonesteel@srpnet.com
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Grand Canyon Chapter 

Central Arizona Chapter 

The Central Chapter has changed its meeting days to the first Tuesday of the month. Please 
join us at the League of Cities and Towns Building at 1820 W. Washington St, just west of the 
State Capitol. And, if you are not a chapter member, please join one. Send your email 
address to Bob Lee at rlee@paradisevalleyaz.gov to get on the distribution list for agendas. 
 

At the February meeting Mr. Kelly Reynolds gave an interesting and timely presentation on the 
changes to the 2012 I Codes. Focused on the International Building Code, it was chalked full 
for examples and was very well received. He covered most of the other codes too. The March 
meeting had representatives from APS and SRP talk about their Energy Star Program. 
 

The Central Chapter is looking at developing some standard plans that could be used for some 
basic structures. The first will be for a free standing ramada or gazebo. If your jurisdiction has 
such a program currently please contact Bob Lee at rlee@paradisevalleyaz.gov. 

mailto:rlee@paradisevalleyaz.gov
mailto:rlee@paradisevalleyaz.gov
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Southern Arizona Chapter 
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Building Safety Month is coming in May. The month is divided up with a different emphasis for 
each week. The first week is Energy and Green Building. The second week is Disaster Safety 
and Mitigation. The third is Fire Safety and Awareness and the last week is Backyard Safety. 
The ICC Foundation has lots of good ideas on their web site at http://www2.icc-
foundation.org/bsm. They are asking that people show their support by clicking on an "I 
support" link. AZBO has filed the request to have Governor Brewer declare May as Building 
Safety Month in Arizona. If you are planning something please submit what your jurisdiction is 
doing to Bob Lee at rlee@paradisevalleyaz.gov. If you are not planning something, please 
do. And join AZBO and El Mirage in the food drive when it is announced.

The Responsible Energy Codes Alliance has a one page IECC Compliance Guide that very 
succinctly summarizes the energy codes requirements by state. 
It is available on line at http://www.reca-codes.org/.  Also Energy Code related is an Air 
Leakage Guide available from the Department of Energy at 
http://www.energycodes.gov/publications/resourceguides/airLeakage.stm. 

http://www2.icc-foundation.org/bsm
http://www2.icc-foundation.org/bsm
mailto:rlee@paradisevalleyaz.gov
http://www.reca-codes.org/
http://www.energycodes.gov/publications/resourceguides/airLeakage.stm
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Survey results  

 

Bob Lee’s Code Adoption Survey Results 

 

Adopt 2012  
I Codes? 

 Jurisdiction Yes No Effective Date 

Apache County No Response 
 Apache Junction 

 
No 

 Avondale 
 

No 
 

Buckeye Yes 
 

TBD 

Bullhead City Yes 
 

2013 

Camp Verde Yes 
 

Early 2013 

Carefree 
 

No 
 Casa Grande Yes 

 
January 1, 2013 

Cave Creek 
 

No 
 Chandler Yes 

 
July 1, 2013 

Chino Valley No Response 
 Clarkdale 

 
No 

 Cochise County 
 

No 
 El Mirage Yes 

 
January 1, 2013 

Eloy No Response 
 Flagstaff Yes 

 
Winter of 2013 

Florence 
 

No 
 Fountain Hills 

 
No 

 Gila Bend No Response 
 

mailto:patti@brown-and-associates.net
http://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A2KJkK56wV9PgHcABpWJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=survey+clipart&n=30&ei=utf-8&fr=yfp-t-359-s&tab=organic&ri=5&w=276&h=268&imgurl=green.uwex.edu/files/2010/11/clipart-pencil-checklist.gif&rurl=http://green.uwex.edu/community-development/cheese-country-trail-survey/&size=5.3+KB&name=Green+County+|+Cheese+Country+Trail+Survey&p=survey+clipart&oid=3605815693cec850bed7b5b2146c8ad5&fr2=&fr=yfp-t-359-s&tt=Green+County+%7C+Cheese+Country+Trail+Survey&b=0&ni=294&no=5&tab=organic&ts=&sigr=1289ts9pn&sigb=13b1oqg8c&sigi=11pk28c66&.crumb=3tT1SZrcjFN
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Gila County Yes 
 

January 1, 2013 

Gila River No Response 
 Gilbert Yes 

 
January 1, 2013 

Glendale Yes 
 

Fall 2012 

Goodyear Yes 
 

January 1, 2013 

Holbrook No Response 
 Kingman Yes 

 
TBD 

La Paz County Yes 
 

January 1, 2013 

Litchfield Park No Response 
 Marana Yes 

 
after 2nd edition 

Maricopa 
County Yes 

 
January 1, 2013 

Mesa Yes 
 

Early 2013 

Mohave County No Response 
 Navajo County 

 
No 

 Oro Valley Yes 
 

January 1, 2013 

Paradise Valley Yes 
 

July 1, 2012 

Parker No Response 
 Payson Yes 

 
January 1, 2013 

Peoria No Response 
 Phoenix Yes 

 
TBD 

Pima County Yes 
 

January 1, 2013 

Pinal County Yes 
 

July 1, 2012 

Prescott Yes 
 

January 1, 2013 

Prescott Valley Yes 
 

July 1, 2013 

Queen Creek 
 

No 
 Sahuarita Yes 

 
January 1, 2013 

Salt River No Response 
 Santa Cruz 

County No Response Undecided 

Scottsdale Yes 
 

August 1, 2012 

Sedona Yes 
 

July 1, 2012 

Show Low No Response 
 Sierra Vista No Response 
 Surprise Yes 

 
Summer 2013 

Tempe Yes 
 

January 1, 2013 

Tolleson No Response 
 Tucson Yes 

 
January 1, 2013 

Wickenburg Yes 
 

TBD 

Williams 
 

No 
 Yavapai County Yes 

 
January 1, 2013 

Youngtown Yes 
 

Fall 2013 

Yuma Yes 
 

Fall 2012 

Yuma County Yes 
 

TBD 
 
  

http://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A2KJkIaEwV9PU0EA8NSJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=survey+clipart&n=30&ei=utf-8&fr=yfp-t-359-s&tab=organic&ri=45&w=375&h=450&imgurl=www.clipartillustration.com/royalty-free-image-3298/clipart-illustration-orange-man-reviewing-business-chart.jpg&rurl=http://www.clipartillustration.com/clipart-illustration-orange-man-reviewing-business-chart/&size=55.7+KB&name=ClipArt+Illustration+Orange+Man+Reviewing+Business+Chart+%E2%80%94+Royalty+...&p=survey+clipart&oid=65d3641962eea145c78cb4f74bed65be&fr2=&fr=yfp-t-359-s&tt=ClipArt+Illustration+Orange+Man+Reviewing+Business+Chart+%E2%80%94+Royalty+...&b=31&ni=366&no=45&tab=organic&ts=&sigr=12se1m9ul&sigb=13cur91v1&sigi=13gpb6pnn&.crumb=3tT1SZrcjFN
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http://www.brown-and-associates.net/
http://www.srpnet.com/
http://www.strongtie.com/
http://www.willdan.com/
http://www.azcommerce.com/

