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Fellow AZBO Members, 
 
Since my last message in December, we have continued to make progress in 
evaluating our educational offerings.  Our April Spring Institute in Prescott, 
Arizona was a great success and very well attended.  My thanks to our 
Education Chair and Committee for continuing to pursue training that goes 
beyond just offering continuing education credits.  And of course, I have to give 
a big shout out to our Executive Coordinator, Shelly Westacott for all her work 
keeping registration smooth and assisting us throughout the year.    
 
Our next institute will be the AZBO Fall Institute in Mesa, October 5-8 at the 
Sheraton Wrigleyville.  Our committee is putting together a great line-up of 
training and will include some Hybrid courses.   
Yes, you heard that right; we will be offering a select number of hybrid courses 
that will be available virtually during the in-person class! 
 
As always, none of this happens without our committed volunteers and 
generous sponsors.  You, our members, are key to the existence and success of 
this organization.  AZBO is here for you and your attendance at institutes as well 
as your volunteerism on committees ensures we continue to meet your needs. 
 
We held our 2026 Annual Business Meeting June 23-25 at the Prescott Resort 
and Conference Center.  The attendance was beyond what I imagined given this 
ABM was the second in the fiscal year and the date was determined well after 
budgets were approved.  We had one of the largest attendance numbers in the 
past five years and it was exciting to see so many new faces.  This was also one 
of the first times we held the business meeting virtually and had 15 online 
attendees.  We will continue to make virtual attendance possible.  We will hold 
the ABM at the same location through 2028 and next year’s ABM will be June 
22-June 24, 2027!  Save the Date for 2028:  June 20-June 22, 2028.  
 
I want to extend my sincere appreciation to our AZBO Board members for their 
dedication, professionalism, and continued commitment to this organization.  I 
am just a small part of the group that keeps the organization strong and am 
truly blessed to have support of all.   
 

Message from the Chair 
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Please join me in welcoming our new Board Members, Brad Meachem, Tara 
GalIagher, Warren Colvin, and Suzanne Jordan.  Suzanne is also our new AZBO 
Treasurer.  Many thanks to our outgoing members; Randy Pluimer, Adam Hicks, 
Dan Trout, and Don Brown who has been an integral part of the board for 
several terms.  Mike Grubbs will be staying to train our new Treasurer to ensure 
a smooth transition. 
 
As always, I invite you to get involved in AZBO.  Work and personal 
schedules are so busy so even if you cannot share your time I encourage all to 
reach out to me, your chapter leaders or any of our committee and board 
members to share how we can make AZBO the best we can be for our 
membership.  Speaking of personal schedules, I hope this summer will provide 
opportunities for you all to spend time with loved ones and make amazing 
memories.   
 

 
Barbara Rice, AZBO Chair  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                  
 
 
 
 

See Sponsorship Invitation 
after Newsletter, Page 13 
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AZBO ABM,  
Golf Tournament 

Strike a Pose! 
They understood the assignment 

And…they’re off! 

We saw a zebra  
and a shorebird. 
Okay, they were in the 
clubhouse, not on the golf 
course… 

Keep your eye on the prize 
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AZBO ABM,  
B&A Hospitality Night 



AZBO News  

 

Arizona Building Officials  July 2026 

 

Page | 5 

 
 
 
 

Michael Greenwalt, Author of the book, Self Made from Poverty to Published, 
shared that high-stake environments and communication isn’t just important - 
it determines outcomes. Drawing from leadership experience in the military, 
fire service, and business, this session provides practical tools that building 
officials and inspectors can immediately apply in the field. Attendees learned 
how to communicate with clarity, navigate difficult conversations, influence 
decision makers, and lead effectively across a wide range of personalities and 
situations. This workshop used hands-on and relevant experience directly tied 
to the real-world challenges AZBO members face every day. 
Thank you Cheryl Mullis, City of Goodyear, for providing the recap! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AZBO ABM,  
Education 
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Member of the Year 
Erik Zavala 
 
Award of Excellence 
Mike Baxley 
 
Building Official of the Year 
Adam Hicks 
 
Building Inspector of the Year 
Pablo Pena 
 
Plan Reviewer of the Year 
Scott Sherman 
 
Permit Technician of the Year 
Nina Adams 
 
Achievement in Education 
Jonathan Cornell 
 
Achievement in  
Code Development 
JJ Proczka 
 
Leadership Award 
Carl Montgomery 
 
Award of Meritorious  
Service 
Dennis Chase 
(Accepted by 
Tom Fierros) 
 
Award of Special Services 
Cheryl Mullis 
 
Chairman’s Awards: 
Mike Grubbs 
Randal Westacott 
Brad Mecham 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AZBO ABM,  
Awards Banquet 
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AZBO ABM,  
Annual Business Meeting 

Invocation 

Swearing in of incoming  

Board Members 

Introduction and 

Welcome 

Chapter 
Reports 

Treasurer’s 
Report 

State 
of AZBO 

Committee 
Reports 

Awards 

AZPT 

3rd Party 
Certification 
List 

Officer 
Elections 

Agenda Paused for 
Greg Rogers, NFPA 
Report/Presentation 

Education Pledge of Allegiance 

ICC 
Report 

Region XI 
Report 

Grand 
Canyon 

Central 

Southern 
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The Arizona Permit Techs held a “Basic Legal 
Aspects for Permit Techs” class at the League of 
Arizona Cities and Towns in Phoenix on March 
11th with Steve Burger presenting. We would 
like to extend our appreciation and thanks to 
Steve and Bureau Veritas for their continued 
support of the Arizona Permit Techs and 
sponsoring lunch for this class.  
 
Thank you to Eneas Santiago with the office of the AZ Library, Archives, and 
Public Records that took time out of his day to join us and present “Records 
Management 101”.   
 
Congratulations to our raffle winners! 
Mayra Gonzales with the City of El Mirage 
Tamie Maggard with the City of Buckeye 
 
The AZPT Committee would also like to recognize all the award winners at this 
year’s ABM for all their hard work and dedication.  
Congratulations to Nina Adams with the City of Tempe for winning the Permit 
Tech of the Year! 
 
The next AZPT meeting will be held on July 15th at 9 a.m. to discuss upcoming 
training opportunities. Details will be out soon for the next class!  
 
Tracie Wilgus, Senior Permit Tech 
Town of Cave Creek Building & Fire Safety 
AZPT Chair 
 
 
 
 
  

Arizona Permit Tech Committee 
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From Shelly Westacott, AZBO’s Executive Coordinator  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From Shicheng Tao, Chief Building Official, City of Chandler 
 
To honor the dedication of our building safety professionals, who serve on the 
front lines every day, Chandler Mayor Kevin Hartke and City officials joined a 
celebration luncheon with the team in the Development Services Department 
on May 5, 2026. What an exciting occasion! During the luncheon, Mayor Hartke 
also proclaimed May 2026 as Building Safety Month. 
 
As the City of Chandler continues to grow, we will face both opportunities and 
challenges. Our team remains committed to ensuring safe and sustainable 
buildings for our citizens and the broader community. A team photo was taken 
by the City of Chandler CAPA as below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In Other News 

Code updates for jurisdictions are on the AZBO 
Website. Send your information to Shelly at 
azboshelly@gmail.com to be included. 

mailto:azboshelly@gmail.com
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From Carl Montgomery, Chief Building Official, City of Surprise 
 
Congratulations to Gabriel Trif on earning his ICC Fire Inspector I & II, Fire Plans 
Examiner, and Master Code Professional (MCP) certifications. Achieving the MCP 
designation is a rare and significant milestone in the building safety profession, 
reflecting exceptional dedication, technical expertise, and a commitment to fire 
prevention and public safety. We are proud of Gabriel's accomplishments and the 
leadership he brings to our community. 
 
Congratulations to Robert Ortiz on earning his ICC Residential Inspector, 
Residential Plumbing Inspector, and Residential Mechanical Inspector 
certifications. These achievements reflect his commitment to professional 
development and to ensuring the safety and quality of construction within the City 
of Surprise. 
 
Congratulations to Jeremy Wesson on earning his ICC Residential Mechanical 
Certification. This accomplishment reflects his dedication to professional growth, 
technical excellence, and maintaining high industry standards. 
 
Welcome to Tevin Thoms, our new Plans Examiner. Tevin brings 15 years of 
experience in the construction industry and holds an ICC B1 Residential Building 
Inspector certification. We are excited to welcome him to the City of Surprise team 
and look forward to the knowledge, experience, and perspective he will bring to 
our department. 
 
Welcome to Courtnee Chavez, our newest Permit Technician I in the Community 
Development Department. After 3½ years in the City's Finance Department, where 
she managed business licensing, Courtnee developed an interest in the permitting 
process and joined the Community Development team in December 2025. We are 
excited to welcome her to the team and look forward to her contributions. 
 
Congratulations to Glenn Schwartz on his retirement! After an extraordinary 50-
year career in the building trades industry, Glenn is beginning a well-deserved 
retirement. Throughout his career, he demonstrated professionalism, integrity, 
and a willingness to share his knowledge with others, leaving a lasting impact on 
both the people he worked with and the communities he served. Although his time 
with the City of Surprise was brief, his contributions were immediate and 
meaningful. We sincerely thank Glenn for his service and wish him all the best in 
this next chapter. 
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Awards Announcements from Patti Schechter 
 
A special THANK YOU to Suzanne Jordan and 
Randal Westacott for stepping up to help me 
and Mike Baxley during the awards 
presentations in lieu of the other Award 
Committee Members who were unable to 
attend.  We appreciate you! 
 
NOMINATIONS are open for 2026-2027.  
This is your official notice that nominations for 2026-2027 can be submitted 
anytime over the next 11 months. No need to wait until the deadline next May. 
At the end of this Newsletter is the Awards Flyer and Nomination form for next 
year’s awards to be presented at the AZBO ABM in Prescott, June 2027. Please 
nominate your peers who you believe have gone above and beyond during the 
current fiscal year (June 2026 thru May 2027). We’re only a month in but last 
month someone may have done something amazing that is deserving of this 
honor.   
Nominators and Recipients must be a member of AZBO by being a member of 
one of the three Arizona Chapters or being an AZBO Lifetime Member. 
 

 
 
 
 
NOTE 1: AZBO does not have a Lifetime Achievement Award or a Personal 
Achievement Award. Those should be recognized by your employer, not by 
AZBO, and will be rejected by the authority of the Awards Committee. 
NOTE 2: When nominating choose one category that the criteria matches your 
reason for nomination. Do not mark multiple categories. It is not the 
Committee’s job to assign awards.  
NOTE 3: We are now accepting requests to join the Awards Committee for all 
three Chapters.  The goal is to have three members from each Chapter for equal 
representation. Members must be members of AZBO.  To be fair to recipients 
Committee Members must work in/be retired from Building Safety. They are 
peer awards so should be nominated and voted on by your peers. 
Send completed Nomination Forms and/or Requests to Join the Awards 
Committee to info@azbo.us, not to Brown & Associates. 
 

mailto:info@azbo.us
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VISIT AZBO’S WEBSITE FOR RECOGNITION  
OF CURRENT ANNUAL SPONSORS 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AZBO 2026 Annual Sponsors 

https://www.azbo.us/


        
                                                                                     

 

 

 

Sponsorship Invitation 

As Executive Chair of the Arizona Building Officials (AZBO), I invite you to become a valued 

sponsor of our organization and partner with us in advancing building safety through education. 

AZBO is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization and an official chapter of the International Code 

Council (ICC). Our mission is to provide high-quality education and professional development 

for building safety professionals throughout Arizona. 

Our training programs help inspectors, plan reviewers, permit technicians, building officials, fire 

prevention professionals, and other code professionals maintain the certifications required for 

their positions while staying current with evolving building codes, construction practices, and life 

safety standards. In addition, we provide educational opportunities for architects, engineers, 

contractors, designers, and state regulatory agencies, creating a collaborative environment that 

strengthens Arizona's entire building industry. 

We are committed to keeping registration fees affordable so professionals from jurisdictions of 

every size—from rural communities to large metropolitan agencies—can access the training 

they need. As demand for education continues to grow, we are expanding our programs and 

investing in new educational resources.   These goals are possible only through the generous 

support of our sponsors. 

We sincerely appreciate the organizations that have partnered with AZBO over the years. Your 

investment directly supports the education of the professionals responsible for protecting the 

health, safety, and well-being of Arizona's communities. We continually evaluate our 

sponsorship program to ensure it delivers meaningful value and visibility for our partners, and 

we welcome your feedback as we look to enhance our annual sponsorship benefits. 

When you become an AZBO sponsor, you are investing in: 

• Professional education for Arizona's building safety and construction community  

• Development of future code professionals  

• Advancement of building and fire safety through education and outreach  

• Strong partnerships between public agencies and industry professionals  



        
                                                                                     

 

 

Your support helps ensure that Arizona's building professionals have access to the knowledge 

and resources necessary to serve their communities effectively.  Sponsorship supports 

scholarships for important code and leadership education. 

I invite you to join us in this important mission. Together, we can continue building safer 

communities through education, collaboration, and professional excellence. 

If you have any questions about sponsorship opportunities or would like additional information, I 

would be pleased to speak with you. 

Thank you for your consideration and support. 

Sincerely, 

     

Barbara Rice, CBO/CFM 

AZBO Executive Chair 

Barbara.rice@shumscoda.com 

 



 
AZBO  

ARIZONA BUILDING OFFICIALS 
31st Annual Business Meeting 

Date June 22-24, 2027 
Location Prescott, AZ 

Nominate your peers who you believe have gone 
above and beyond for AZBO in 2026-2027 

Deadline: May 21, 2027  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*NOTE: Awards are for fiscal year 2026-2027*   
*Please limit reason(s) for nomination to current fiscal year recognition* 

**NOTE: Recipients must be a member of AZBO** If unsure, check your local Chapter 
  

Reason for Nomination -include a short paragraph supporting your decision to nominate this person 
and include any Contributions to AZBO on a Chapter or Committee Level or other reasons for 
nomination:                               PLEASE LIMIT VERBIAGE TO FIT ON THIS PAGE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I Nominate: 
Name of Individual 
                            
 
Works for: Jurisdiction/Company Name (or Retired) 
                           
 
Member of Chapter: __ Grand Canyon 
   __ Central 
   __ Southern  
 
Nominated By (name and jurisdiction/company): 
Name     
                            
 
 
Jurisdiction/Company Name 
                       
 
Phone Number 

Check one box only for award nominations: 
See Page 2 for descriptions of awards 

 
 Member of the Year 

 Award of Excellence 

 Building Official of the Year 

 Building Inspector of the Year 

 Plan Reviewer of the Year 

 Permit Technician of the Year 

 Achievement in Education 

 Achievement in Code Development 

 Leadership Award 

 Award of Meritorious Service 

 Special Services Award 

 Community Service Award 

Submit nominations to: info@azbo.us  

mailto:info@azbo.us


Member of the Year • Outstanding personal contributions to the work of AZBO.  
• Active participation at AZBO and/or local Chapter level. 

Award of Excellence 
“In honor of Alan Olson” 

 

• Contributions/participations to AZBO. 
• Helpfulness to fellow members of our industry. 
• Personal Professional Development. 
• Participation in ICC code development process. 
• Promotion of Building Code Enforcement as a desirable 

and important career. 

Building Official of the Year 

“In honor and memory of Pat 

Trueblood”  
 

• Contributions/participation to AZBO. 
• Helpful to fellow members on our industry. 
• Personal Professional Development. 
• Promotion of Building Code Enforcement as a desirable 

and important career. 

Building Inspector of the Year   
“In honor and memory of Robert Graffius” 

• Contributions/participation to AZBO. 
• Outstanding achievement in the field of Building 

Inspection. 
• Helpfulness to fellow Inspectors. 
• Personal Professional Development. 

Plan Reviewer of the Year 
“In Honor of Don Cunningham” 

• Contributions/participation to AZBO. 
• Outstanding achievement in the field of Building Plan 

Review. 
• Helpfulness to the public and fellow inspectors. 
• Personal Professional Development. 

Permit Technician of the Year 
 

• Contributions/participation involving AZBO  
• Outstanding achievement in the profession of Permit 

Technician. 
• Helpfulness to customers, fellow Permit Technicians, and 

Code Official. 
• Participation, leadership and involvement in career 

related committees or functions. 
• Personal Professional Development. 

Achievement in Education 
“In honor and memory of Brent Snyder” 

• Contributions/participation involving AZBO  
• For the promotion of education of Building Safety 

professionals with in-house training and/or Chapter 
member programs. 

• Personal Professional Development. 

Achievement in Code Development 

“In honor and memory of Forrest Fielder” 

 

• For outstanding contributions in the Code Development 
process.  

• Outstanding personal contributions to the work of AZBO. 

Leadership Award 
 

• Contributions/participation involving AZBO  
• Leadership in mentoring individuals to further their 

Building Safety careers.  
• Encouraging growth and development to members of 

the Building Safety Community. 
Award of Meritorious Service • For meritorious service to the Building Safety 

Community. 
• Outstanding personal contributions to the work of AZBO. 

Special Service Award • Promoting AZBO above and beyond job description 
responsibilities.   

• For influencing participation of others for the good of the 
cause. 

Community Service Award • Contributions/participation involving AZBO  
• For organizing and/or participating in events for career 

development or charities.  

Chairman’s Award 
(as allocated by the AZBO Chair, limit 5) 
 

• Outstanding continuing contributions to the work of 
AZBO and support of the AZBO Chair. 

• Outstanding single contribution to the work of AZBO. 
2026/2027 Award Nomination – Deadline for submittals: May 21, 2027 


